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CLACKAMAS COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Many Gather for Conversations about Sustainable Food and Farming
Are you concerned about our current food system? Do you wonder about the quality and availability of food in our
community? Well, on March 27, 2015 a group of 75 interested folks gathered to participate in “Changing the Way We
Eat”: A Conversation About Sustainable Food and Farming. Clackamas County Soil & Water Conservation District
was thrilled to host this TEDxManhattan presentation that explored the state of our food system and our progress
toward sustainability. Clackamas Community College Horticulture Department provided the venue to present this
webcast event. The event included a locally produced lunch.
This annual event brought together over a dozen dynamic speakers with backgrounds in the field of sustainable food
and farming to spark discussion and help spread new ideas.
Topics included:
 The necessity of women farmers in the food system
 How US law favors large agribusiness companies and not small
farmers
 Teaching students about health through hip hop
 Food as medicine
 Beyond food hubs – local food and local food economies
Why organic really isn’t more expensive
 What we really need to end hunger
How small changes in your eating can make huge differences
If you are interested in sustainable food, watch for the 2016 TEDxManhattan presentation.

CLACKAMAS RIVER BASIN COUNCIL
Christmas at the Confluence: The Gift of Salmon Habitat
Salmon will soon be rockin’ around the Christmas tree at the Rock Creek Confluence. As of April 12 th, 200 Christmas
trees are creating a smorgasbord of new habitat for young salmon to flock to this spring, thanks to volunteers from
Clackamas River Trout Unlimited, Sandy River NW Steelheaders, Timber Lake Job Corps, Clackamas High School and
project partners: CRBC, ODFW, and WES.
Over 1,200 Christmas trees were generously donated by local grower
Kirk Company to be distributed to waterways and restoration projects in
the Clackamas watershed. The trees are tied together and secured along
banks, in pools and riffles, and among large wood structures where
salmon congregate, typically in slow-water habitats along the creek’s edge
or in off-channel areas.
When submerged in water, the Christmas trees quickly form a layer of
algae which attracts aquatic insects and other critters, kicking off a
biological food chain and creating a feeding ground for young salmon.
With their labyrinth of surface area, the Christmas trees act as magnets, not only concentrating salmon seeking food, rest,
and shelter, but also catching additional debris floating downstream, further building a complexity of woody material.
Contact Morgan Parks, morgan@clackamasriver.org, 503-303-4372 x101, or visit www.clackamasriver.org.
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COLUMBIA SLOUGH WATERSHED COUNCIL
New Stewardship Leadership in the Columbia Slough Watershed
The Columbia Sough Watershed Council stewardship program is making exciting headway with the leadership of our
Stewardship Director Adele Rife. Since Adele the Council as the Stewardship Director last November, have hosted six
Stewardship Saturdays, two volunteer Stewardship work parties, and many Stewardship activities with students through
Slough School, our K-12 education program. In total, we have planted
approximately 2,000 native species at six different sites spanning from the upper
Slough to its confluence with the Willamette.
At Whitaker Ponds Nature Park, students and volunteers have giving a lot of TLC
to the habitat. Over 600 plants have been planted and mulched this year along
with continuous invasive species removal. Additionally, we have kicked off our
Native Turtle Habitat Enhancement project by clearing a nesting area for Western
Painted Turtles. There is still work being done but eventually the nesting site will
be fenced off with educational signs to teach our visitors about our native
inhabitants at Whitaker Ponds. Come by and see all of our hard work!
As this restoration season begins to slow, we have many new stewardship projects
in the works. Stay tuned to learn about the exciting restoration projects to come
and how to get involved!
Contact Adele Rife, adele.rife@columbiaslough.org, or 503 281-1132.

Adele Rife, Stewardship Director .

JOHNSON CREEK WATERSHED COUNCIL
Explore Johnson Creek Watershed: Urban Oasis #1: Errol Heights
Johnson Creek has a myriad of beautiful parks to explore. My name is Janel, a volunteer at the Johnson Creek Watershed
Council. I set out to discover one of Johnson Creek’s neighborhood parks; Errol Heights. I hope that sharing my love of
this oasis will inspire you to explore this place too. Stay tuned for future Urban Oasis features!
Errol Heights (SE 52nd and Tenino) is a secluded wetland natural area tucked in the Brentwood-Darlington
neighborhood. I strolled down the winding gravel path. The sounds of neighbors and lawnmowers slowly faded as I
dropped into the secluded peace of the wetland. I stood on a
bridge overlooking the water, listening to the symphony of
springtime. Clear water trickled beneath my feet, a mallard trilled
as it glided through the water, bushtits playfully chirped as they
flitted from tree to tree, and a garter snake rustled through
thickets of nearby wildflowers. The whole park was alive with
the soft sounds of blossoming spring.
Come explore this peaceful park and join the Friends of Errol
Heights at work parties to continue to beautify this place.
Contact Johnson Creek Watershed Council at 503-652-7477 or
visit: http://jcwc.org.
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NORTH CLACKAMAS URBAN WATERSHEDS COUNCIL
NCUWC and Partners are Active in our Community
We kicked off the year by tabling and speaking to the crowds at the always fun and exciting Milwaukie Film Fest on
January 17, 2015. We joined host North Clackamas Parks & Recreation District (NCPRD) for seven restoration work
parties, including one with the Willamette Riverkeeper.
We joined Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership (LCEP) for a
planting event on February 21st. NCUWC hosted, with partners –
NCPRD, Clackamas County Water Environment Services (WES),
Jamie Stamberger Consulting, and the City of Milwaukie - a planting
event at Rowe Middle School on February 24th. On March 17th,
NCUWC gave away 500 native plants to 4th and 5th graders at the
Celebrating Water event. On March 28th, NCUWC held their first
ever strategic planning workshop.
NCUWC, NCPRD and OLSD hosted the planting event at William J.
Wild Park on April 11th. NCUWC joined the River Network and
Willamette Riverkeeper for the Willamette Forum on April 13th at
Marylhurst University. NCUWC helped promote the Schoolyard
NCUWC board members at Celebrating Water .
Farms fundraiser on April 16th at Burgerville. NCUWC collaborated
with NCPRD and Solve for the April 18th clean up at Hull & Swanson open space. On April 25th, NCUWC, OLSD, and
the City of Milwaukie hosted a successful electronics recycling event at the Milwaukie Elks Lodge.
Website: ncurbanwatershed.wordpress.com Contact: Chris Fryefield, Interim NCUWC Coordinator, info@ncuwc.org.

SANDY RIVER BASIN WATERSHED COUNCIL
Sandy River Delta Environmental Education Programs
When Troutdale middle school teacher Carson Abbert asked his 120 students who
had been to the Sandy River Delta, and only 10 raised their hands, he knew he had to
find a way to immerse his class to the wonders of their local nature reserve.
Already a Confluence Project partner, Carson contacted the Sandy River Basin
Watershed Council (SRBWC) and a plan was set. Adding Native American Tradition
Keepers, East Multnomah County Soil & Water Conservation District and U.S.
Forest Service staff to the education crew, in the past five weeks, 220 students from
Troutdale, Portland, and Beaverton Schools have enjoyed learning about cultural
resources, the Maya Lin Bird Blind, and ongoing Delta habitat restoration projects.
In addition, a new Sandy River Delta Environmental Education Guide will assist
teachers in preparing for their outdoor activities.
In addition to education programs at the Delta, SRBWC has teamed with Friends of
Trees, Daimler, and the Portland Trail Blazers “3’s for Trees Program” to create Community Planting Days where
hundreds of volunteers have planted and mulched native trees and shrubs and participated in interpretive walks.
For more information about Delta restoration and education programs, please contact Bill Weiler, SRBWC Restoration
Project Coordinator, bill@sandyriver.org. Learn more about SRBWC online at www.sandyriver.org.
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TRYON CREEK WATERSHED COUNCIL
Nettle Creek Bridge Complete in Tryon Creek
Urban streams face many issues, including the blockage of fish passages due to roads and
culverts. In the Tryon Creek watershed, one such blockage existed at the Stone Bridge at
Nettle Creek, a tributary to Tryon Creek located in Tryon Creek State Natural Area. The
Stone “Bridge” was actually a cement culvert with rock added to it to create the
appearance of a bridge. Historically, Nettle Creek supported salmon, lamprey, and trout.
Over time, this structure had become severely undercut and
blocked off the native fish population.
For two years, Tryon Creek Watershed Council (TCWC)
worked to raise funds to support replacing the bridge. The
construction of a replacement wooden bridge was
completed in the summer of 2014. Funders for this project
included City of Lake Oswego, Clackamas County Soil and
Water Conservation District, Metro, and Oregon State
Parks and Recreation. In-kind support was provided from
Henderson Land Services and TCWC.
This past fall and spring, TCWC worked with volunteer crews to restore the area and
there are now 200 new native plants along the banks of the new Nettle Creek Bridge.
If you have questions, please contact Watershed Coordinator Corrina Chase at
tryoncreekwc@gmail.com.

TUALATIN RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL
Tualatin River Watershed Council Summer Homeowners Association Tours
Beginning in 2012, Tualatin River Watershed Council (Council) and partners have invited interested homeowners
association (HOA) members to a half-day restoration tour during the summer. In the Tualatin River watershed,
subdivision, condominium and townhouse owner associations frequently own stream corridors and wetlands areas as
common areas. These natural areas are a vital part of the Tualatin Basin watershed and contribute to its water quality.
Often it is difficult for these owners to know how to best
maintain and manage these areas in such a way that provides
the greatest watershed benefits in a visually appealing way.
The tour provides an opportunity to learn through a visual tour
the restoration process from start to finish. It includes meeting
with other HOA members who’ve restored natural areas and
materials that explain the restoration process. It identifies
materials, funding and technical assistance resources. Following
the tours, many HOA tour participants opt to participate in
restoration projects. The Council assists them in obtaining
grant funding for these projects.
Contact: April Olbrich, trwc@trwc.org , 503-846-4810.
HOA members view a Tigard HOA natural area site prior to the
beginning of restoration activities.
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TUALATIN SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Making Community Connections
The Tualatin SWCD provides local solutions for local needs through
education, technical assistance and on-the-ground work – sometimes, we
need to find a creative solution. Last year, a landowner approached us for
weed removal assistance and technical advice on restoring native habitat.
The property includes many valuable features, such as native meadow,
upland forest, and a pollinator hedgerow, with invasive species like
blackberry creeping into all.
The District couldn’t directly assist with labor since the property isn’t on
Students from PCC Rock Creek's environmental studies
a perennial stream, which is a Streamside Restoration Program eligibility
program were connected with a local landowner by the
requirement. However, Briita Orwick, Restoration Program Technician,
Tualatin SWCD to help fulfill both the landowner's need for
weed removal and the students' need for restoration
had a creative idea. Briita works with students at PCC’s Rock Creek
experience.
campus, exploring careers in restoration. Val Brenneis, the course
instructor, needed practical projects for the class; Briita recognized a potential synergy.
Connecting the two, Briita found a solution for the needed labor and educational opportunity. In addition to removing
weeds, the students will conduct a soil assessment and plant identification on the site, then develop a basic restoration
plan and approach for site preparation. Early class visits show promise. The District continues to refer unique project
opportunities that meet educational needs to help build the program over time. For more info, please contact Jennifer
Nelson, Tualatin SWCD, at tualatinswcd@gmail.com or via the website at www.swcd.net or at 503-648-3174 x121.

THE PUDDING RIVER WATERSHED COUNCIL
Pudding River Partnerships
The Pudding River Watershed Council partnered with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board for a fish survey in the Pudding River streams. The Rapid Bio-assessment was conducted during
the summer of 2014, and was recently concluded with a public open house. The event was held at the Oregon Garden
and was attended by close to 100 people. There are many people in the Pudding River watershed that want opportunities
to be involved in their community. The Pudding River Watershed Council is calling for artwork. We are working to
change people’s values, and little communicates value better than art.

For more information, please contact Anna Rankin, Council Coordinator, at cleanpuddingriver@gmail.com or via the
website at http://puddingriverwatershed.org/
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SALMON CREEK WATERSHED COUNCIL
Get to know Salmon Creek in Clark County, WA
Salmon Creek used to be home to steelhead, freshwater crawfish and mussels. Like most other small urban watersheds,
Salmon Creek is now suffering, a shadow of its former self. Salmon Creek Watershed Council formed in 2006 to educate
residents and advocate for this watershed. The watershed is located in the heart of the county and is 1/3 urban, 1/3
forested and 1/3 agriculture. It still has fishing and recreation, including Klineline Pond and the greenway walkway. The
council partnered with government, schools and community groups over the last nine years to perform restoration and
raise awareness of the needs of the watershed. They just hired their first staff person to help move on projects and make
some waves in Clark County.
The council’s priorities are to find projects along the creek that will raise the profile of the watershed and find more
supporters in the county. The council just adopted a small park (Pleasant Valley Park) along the creek near Washington
State University and will continue to work with organizations in the area to advocate for more county funds and projects
to enhance the creek.
For more information, check out the website: http://www.salmoncreekwatershed.org/index.html or become a friend on
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SalmonCreekWSC.
Contact Jenifer Naas, phone: 503-939-8961, e-mail: Jen.naas@scwsc.org.

About this Publication
Watershed Works is a collaboration of Portland-Metro regional Watershed Councils and Soil and Water Conservation
Districts. This publication is a platform for sharing regional efforts in improving water quality and overall watershed
health. Many thanks to our partner contributors:
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Spring & Summer Events Calendar
Event information below for selected regional events hosted by local Soil and Water Conservation Districts and
Watershed Councils. Use event title links to register and learn more.

June
Explorando el Columbia Slough, June 13, 1pm-5pm, Whitaker Ponds Nature Park, Portland
This free bilingual nature festival offers activities in Spanish and English for all ages.
9th Annual Clackamas County Lavender Festival, June 27-28, 10am-5pm, Oregon Lavender Farm, Oregon City
A free community festival to support, enjoy, and provide education on sustainable agriculture in Clackamas County

July
Great Slough Clean-up, July 18, 9am-12pm, Whitaker Ponds Nature Park, Portland
Join the Columbia Slough Watershed Council for our seventh annual trash-hauling extravaganza! Boats provided.

August
Columbia Slough Regatta, August 2, 9am-1pm, Multnomah County Drainage Districts, Portland
On-the-water paddle festival/fun paddle on the Columbia Slough; boats available to borrow.
Johnson Creek Clean Up, August 29, 9am-12pm, Mill Park, Milwaukie
Wade through Johnson Creek in volunteer units to help remove trash. BBQ in the park to follow.

September
Aquifer Adventure, September 12, 12-4pm, 166th at NE Airport Way, Portland
Pirate themed, kid-friendly groundwater education festival. Canoe rides, hands-on science activities and more!
13th Annual Down the River Clean Up, September 13, Clackamas River - Estacada to Oregon City
Make a splash and clean up trash! This on-water volunteer event takes places along a 23-mile stretch of the Clackamas.
Cascading Rivers Ride, September 19-20, Estacada to Detroit Lake
Inaugural ride of Oregon’s newest scenic bikeway with route options of 12, 42, and 144 miles.
Science Talk, September 17, time and location to be determined
Science Walk, September 19, 2015, time to be determined, Happy Valley Nature Park

Lavender Festival June 27-28

Columbia Slough Regatta Aug 2nd

Questions? Contact Penny Beckwith, 503 281-1132

