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Herb Robert (Geranium robertianum)
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ODA rating: B

Other common names
Herb Robert, Robert Geranium, Stinky Bob, Red Robin, Fox Geranium
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According to the Oregon Gov website Herb Robert is a branching, low growing winter and spring annual. It’s light green leaves that are deeply dissected and release a pungent odor making this plant easy to recognize. When the plant matures the foliage turns red. The red coloring makes the plant very noticeable under bright light conditions. The stems are very pubescent; they have multiple forks, and are brittle at the joints. The best way to remove the plant is by hand because the roots are very shallow. The plant has perfect pink flowers with five petals.  Herb Robert only produces by seeds. The seeds can survive in the soil up to 5 years. (King County) It thrives mostly in open canopied forests or along the edges of forests. Often Herb Robert takes advantage of habitats that have been opened up through weed control activities such as English ivy or false brome removal. (Oregon Gov 2009) 


Competition to early spring forest forbs has been noted in the Pacific Northwest (King County 2008).  It is unclear whether native species are being completely excluded at some sites or just being reduced. Insect populations especially native pollinators are impacted as weed densities increase. Except in some ecologically significant locations, regional observations of infestations do not indicate that it is currently a serious ecological threat. (Oregon Gov 2009)



In the Pacific Northwest, Herb Robert primarily inhabits forestlands on the wetter, west side of the Cascade Range. However, it is reported to successfully invade the drier oak and brush habitat on the east side of the Columbia River Gorge. It can be expected to further establish in wetter areas of eastern Oregon.  (Oregon Gov 2009) Shallow, weak roots make this plant easy to pull although large infestations can be highly labor-intensive to remove.  (King County)
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